
Wild Learning Project 

What is Wild? Lesson Plan 

OBJECTIVES:   
 
Students will learn the differences between wild and domesticated animals using the domestic dog 
and the wild red wolf as examples. Students will learn about physical features, lifecycle, diet, and 
habitat needs of red wolves and other canids (coyote and red fox) through literature, discussion, 
movement, and games.  
 

PROGRAM LENGTH: 
45 minutes to 1 hour 

 

VOCABULARY: 
Diet Wild Domesticated Carnivore Mammal 
Pet Habitat Space Shelter Wildlife 
Communicate Territory    

 
WARM UP (5 MIN):   
Write the words “Wild” and “Not Wild” or “Domesticated” on the board.  Ask students what comes to 
mind when you say, “wild animal.”  What are some local wild animals that they have seen or know 
about?  Can they think of animals that are not wild?  What is the difference between a wild animal and 
one that is not wild?  Record their ideas. If students are having a hard time understanding what 
domesticated mean, I explain that domesticated animals live with people and rely on people. 
Domesticated animals can be pets or animals that live on a farm. 

 

 

 

 

Topics & NC Science Essential Standards: Compare different types of the same animal to 
determine individual differences (K.L.1.1), living vs. nonliving characteristics (K.L.1.2), plant & 
animal basic needs (1.L.1.1), how animals meet their basic needs in NC & other habitats (1.L.1.2), 
summarize basic needs of animals for energy & growth (1.L.2.2) 

 



STORY TELLING (10 MIN):   
“A Day in the Life” stories (K.L.1.1, K.L.1.2, 1.L.1.1, 1.L.1.2, 1.L.2.2) 

Materials Needed: Dog & Wolf stories, dog & wolf 
felt board pieces, felt board 

Emphasize that ALL animals have the same basic 
needs- food, water, shelter, and space to move and 
grow.  

•! Use the felt figures to illustrate the 
stories.  

I cannot attach the Dog’s “A Day in the Life” story 
as it is copyrighted by Growing Up Wild: 
Exploring Nature with Young Children curriculum guide. You can download the Dog’s story and felt 
figure patterns on the Growing Up Wild website, under Copy Me Pages: What’s Wild. 
http://www.projectwild.org/growingupwild/documents/Whats_Wild.pdf 

 

STORY DISCUSSION (5 MIN):   

Discuss with students the differences between the day of the dog & the wolf.  How does the dog get 
what it needs?  How about the wolf?  Which animal is wild?  How do you know? (K.L.1.1, K.L.1.2, 
1.L.1.1, 1.L.1.2, 1.L.2.2) 

 

RED WOLF DISCUSSION (15 MIN):   

Use bio-facts, pictures, mystery bag, and puppets to talk about a red wolf’s physical characteristics 
and life cycle. Also discuss how a dog and wolf are a part of the Canidae family, commonly called 
“canids” along with coyotes, foxes, and jackals. (K.L.1.1, 1.L.1.1, 1.L.1.2, 1.L.2.2) 

Materials Needed: Red wolf bio-facts, info poster, pictures, puppets, and mystery bag. 

Mystery Bag: I use a small bag that students can reach into and pull out wolf-related items or 
metaphors that I then explain how the items relate to red wolves.  

•! Fur or photo of fur: Talk about red wolves fur color and discuss how a wolf is a mammal 
•! Baby bottle or photo: Talk about as a mammal, wolves give their babies milk. You can bring 

up that all baby red wolves “pups” are born in April in a den. The whole family (small pack 
of mother, father, and a few older siblings) all help raise and protect the pups.  



•! Photo of red wolf skeleton: Talk about wolves having internal skeleton and a backbone like 
us. 

•! An ear: I made a large, pointed ear out of felt to demonstrate that wolves have large ears that 
they can rotate to better hunt prey by listening. 

Ask questions such as:  
•! What do red wolves look like?  (have photos)  
•! What do red wolves eat and do? (have photos or figurines of prey) 
•! Discuss with students that red wolves are endangered and where they can be found (Small 

monitored population in eastern North Carolina and in captivity at AZA zoos). 

Wolf Movement and Communication: 

Discuss with students how wolves and other canids can communicate with each other without words. 
Have students come up with ways of communicating by using vocalizations, facial expressions and 
scent. I demonstrated to students expressing emotions through facial expressions, I 
had them identify that I was upset, happy and sad. I then related to students that 
dogs and wolves can communicate emotions in a similar way and that we are going 
to try it out. (K.L.1.1) 

•! 1st I demonstrated the “play bow” pose for students to do on the floor 
with me. Explain that dogs and wolves do this movement when they want 
to play. They are often wagging their tails and grinning when in the play 
bow position. Ask if students have ever seen a dog do this movement.  
 

•! 2nd I demonstrated the “submissive”pose for students to do on the 
floor with me. I explained that dogs and wolves do this to say they 
don’t want to fight or say that they will follow your lead. This can also 
show that they trust you, by showing their belly.  

 

•! 3rd I demonstrated the tense, scared, I’m ready to fight pose for 
students to do on the floor with me. I explained that dogs and wolves 
do this when they are scared and are warning others that they might 
fight. Often the dog’s hair is raised and they are growling. This means 
to back away from the dog. 

 

•! Lastly, I had students run through all the movements again with vocalizations such as 
yipping, whining, and growling. 

Dog body language illustrations from Blue Cross for pets website, https://www.bluecross.org.uk/pet-
advice/be-safe-dogs 



CANID SCENT GAME (15 MIN):  
Student will play a game to learn how important the 
sense of smell is to red wolves and other canids to 
find food and communicate with others. (K.L.1.1) 

Materials Needed: 2 jars, enough pre-scented cotton 
balls for each student to get 1, large space to move 
around and mingle 

Prepare 2 jars of cotton balls (each jar contains one 
scent, try to get 2 very different scents). I get scents 
from the grocery store, in the backing isle.  

•! Before you begin the game or pass out the cotton balls, explain to students that many 
animals use smell to communicate and find food.  Students will be acting like red wolves and 
must find the pack that smells like them. Explain that you will be passing out cotton balls 
with a scent on them. Students are not to touch anyone else’s cotton ball as they will transfer 
the scent and that they should not touch the cotton ball with their face (like to their nose). 

•! Have the students sit quietly with eyes closed as you pass out the cotton balls. 
•! Have students SILENTLY smell their cotton ball (that is their scent).  Then have them mingle 

and sniff other “wolves” scents and divide into 2 “packs”.  Explain that this is ONE of the 
ways wolves & other canids identify and communicate with one another. 

•! Remind children that wolves cannot talk so neither should they.  See if they can divide 
themselves without talking. Once the students get sniffing, you can help them organize if 
they need some extra direction. I noticed one class struggling and said that if you have 
peppermint then come to this side of the room and if you have lemon go to the other side of 
the room. Once divided have them check that all the members in their “pack” smell the 
same. Explain that this is another way canids communicate with one another. 

 

FOX AND COYOTE SCENT HUNT (15-20 MIN):  
Explain to students that they will be learning about 2 more local canids (red fox and coyote).  They are 
to stay in their 2 groups and follow the adult to each card to learn more about that canid. (K.L.1.1, 1.L.1.1, 
1.L.1.2, 1.L.2.2) 

Materials Needed: Scent Hunt Cards, weighted pouches (fox kit & coyote pup weights), 6 colored circles 
or chalk if outside 

•! Place Scent Hunt cards out with needed materials ahead of time, making a trail.   
•! Divide students into 2 groups, one group led by yourself and the other by the teacher or aid.  
•! The adults will have to read the cards to students and have them do the action required at 

each card. 



BACKGROUND:  
Wild vs. Domesticated Animals: 

Wild animals live outside and find their food, water, and shelter outside in their habitat. Wild animals 
are wary of people as they see us as a large predator. 

Domestic animals rely on people to provide their food, water, and shelter. True domestication takes 
thousands of years to tame (an animal), especially by generations of breeding, to live in close 
association with human beings as a pet or work animal and usually creating a dependency so that the 
animal loses its ability to live in the wild. 

What is a Canid? 

Any animal of the dog family Canidae, including the wolves, jackals, hyenas, coyotes, foxes, and 
domestic dogs. 

Red Wolf Facts: 

Status: Endangered Species 

Scientific Name: Canis rufus 

Common Name: Red wolf 

Physical Characteristics: 

•! Red Wolves are larger than coyotes but smaller than gray wolves 
•! Color varies from dark gray to gray mixed with cinnamon, buff, tan, and black. Often has 

reddish tinge on ears and legs 
•! Mature adults weigh between 50 to 80 pounds 
•! Slender body, length about 4 ½ to 5 1/2 feet from tip of nose to end of tail 
•! Long legs with height at shoulder about 26 inches 
•! Ears are larger than a gray wolf's and are often held at an angle away from the head 

 
Range: Originally found from the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, north to the Ohio River Valley, through 
central Pennsylvania and New England, and west to southern Missouri and central Texas. Presently 
living in the wild (controlled and monitored) in Alligator River, Mattamuskeet, and Pocosin Lakes 
National Wildlife Refuges and adjacent private property, and on island propagation sites. 

Habitat: Mixed forests, wetlands, and agricultural lands 

Food: Red wolves are carnivores. In northeastern North Carolina, the diet is mostly white-tailed deer, 
raccoons, nutria, rabbits and rodents. They will occasionally eat other items such as insects, grass, and 
fruit. 

Habits: Live in packs or small family groups. Often hunt in pairs or alone. Usually active at dusk, at 
night, and in early morning, rest during the day. 



Breeding: Mating usually occurs in February. One litter per year. Gestation period 63 days. Average 
litter 3-5 pups usually born in April. Sexual maturity generally at age 2. 

Vocalization: Clear and resonant, not as deep and “chesty” as the howl of the gray wolf. 

For more information on Red Wolves: 

•! North Carolina Wildlife Resource Commission: 
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Learning/Species/Mammals/Red-Wolf 

•! Red Wolf Coalition: https://redwolves.com/newsite/ 
•! The Truth About Red Wolves: http://thetruthaboutredwolves.com/ 

 

 

 

Lesson Plans by Wild Learning Project is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. Based on a work at www.wildlearningproject.org. 

 

 

  



A Day in the Life of a Red Wolf 
Written by Stephanie Bradley, Wild Learning Project 

 

I wake up in the late afternoon and the sun is low in the sky.  I stretch out my legs and greet my 
family with yips, licks, and nuzzles. After greeting one another we split up into pairs to inspect our 
territory and hunt for food.  

When out hunting for food my sibling and I walk quietly looking for movement in the forest and 
smelling the air for animals.  We are looking for small mammals like rabbits, rodents, raccoons, and 
deer to hunt.  My sibling and I both stop; we sniff, sniff, sniff the air.  I smell a rabbit nearby.  I look 
around and see the rabbit start to run.  We both chase the rabbit, me from behind and my sibling goes 
ahead. Run, run, run. The rabbit gets too far ahead of us and we stop chasing, not wanting to waist 
energy on prey we won’t catch. Pant, pant, pant. 

I am thirsty now, so we walk to the stream to get a drink of water.  I stick my tongue in and drink 
with a lap, lap, lap. 

While at the stream I sniff, sniff, sniff the air.  I smell a coyote nearby. We follow the scent to 
chase the coyote out of our families’ territory.  We eat similar thing to the coyote and do not want to 
share food and space with them.  Along the way, we chase a young deer and catch it this time.  Oh boy! I 
am hungry and worked hard to catch the deer.  My sibling and I eat our fill. 

The sun is coming up as we come back to our favorite resting place in the forest.  I greet my 
family and groom my mom and dad to show how much I missed them.  We sleep for most of the day 
snuggled up as a family. Snore, snore, snore… 

 



A Day in the Life of a Red Wolf- Felt Board Figure Patterns 

 
 

 
Rabbit Coyote 

 
 

 

Red Wolf Female Deer (Doe) 
 
Image Credits 
 
Rabbit: Original image credit: English Spot rabbit photo by Kat Chzhen Permission: Some rights reserved. This 
work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 License. 
http://www.supercoloring.com/silhouettes/rabbit 
 
Coyote: Original image credit: California Valley Coyote photo by Justin Johnsen Permission:  Some rights reserved. 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 License. 
http://www.supercoloring.com/silhouettes/walking-coyote 
 
Red Wolf: Original image credit: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Black_%26_Tan_kelpie.png Permission:  
Some rights reserved. This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 License. 
http://www.supercoloring.com/silhouettes/kelpie 
 
Deer: Original image credit: Doe drawing by Pearson Scott Foresman Permission:  Some rights reserved. This work 
is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 License. 
http://www.supercoloring.com/silhouettes/doe 



Wild Learning Project 

Scent Scavenger Hunt 
OBJECTIVES:   
 
Students will follow and interact with scavenger hunt clues to learn more about red foxes and 
coyotes. 
 

PROGRAM LENGTH: 
15 to 20 minutes 

 
MATERIALS:  
A playing space outdoors if possible, scent scavenger hunt cards, circles or chalk, and weighted bags of 
rice to represent the weights of newborn red fox & coyotes. 

 
DIRECTIONS: 
Print out scent scavenger hunt clues, each number separately. I attached my clues to different colored 
card stock, yellow for coyote and red for red fox to help students differentiate the two. You can add 
pictures or drawings if you like to each clue. Make the weighted pouches with rice (100 grams for red 
fox and 250 grams for coyote), I placed my ziplock of rice into a felt pouch I made. You need to either 
make paper colored circles for students to jump on or use chalk to draw circles on the ground. Place the 
clues along a trail for the students to follow. I split the class into 2 groups and had them rotate to do both 
trails.  This way they could compare the 2 canids. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scent Scavenger Hunt Clues 
Red Fox Clues 

1. I am a Mother Red Fox. My sense of smell is very good.  I know what my family smells like.  We scent 
mark our territory to tell other animals that we live here and to find our family.  Follow my scent trail 
marked with red clues to my kits that I have hidden safely in a den. 

Sniff the air and turn in a circle 2 times, then move onto the next RED clue. 

 

2. My babies are called Kits. Can you say the word Kits? When my babies are born, they are small, 
fuzzy, blind, and helpless.  They only weigh about 100 grams when born. Do you know how much you 
weighed when born? How different in weight do you think you were as a newborn human baby from a 
newborn fox kit? 

This pouch weighs 100 grams, the same as a newborn fox kit. Once you have felt the kit’s weight, move 
onto the next clue. 

 

3. We will find my kits in a den (a hole in the ground). I may dig the den myself or find an old hole in the 
ground dug by a groundhog or skunk. 

Can you pretend you are digging a hole like me? Pretend to dig with your hands for 15 counts then 
move onto the next clue. 

 

4. Fox kits are raised by both Mom and Dad. The whole family plays together to get stronger. Playing 
also helps us learn how to hunt and protect ourselves. 

Can you hop from circle to circle?  This type of playing strengthens your balance and large muscles, 
which help you walk, run, and play. Once you have hopped along the path, move onto the next clue. 

 

5. Red foxes love to eat small rodents, insects, eggs, berries, crops like corn, and anything else that is 
easy to catch. Mom and Dad take turns bringing food to very young kits. When there is plenty of food, 
foxes will bury some to save for later, like left-overs! 

Rub your tummy 4 times and move onto the next clue. 

 



6. I like to hunt for my food in open areas like grassy fields.  I have very good hearing and can hear a 
mouse moving and digging underground.  When I hear a mouse, I will sneak quietly over to it and jump 
high in the air and pounce on it.  This helps me break through the ground to capture the mouse. 

Try pouncing like me 3 times and then move onto the last clue. 

 

7. We found my den and my fox kits! Thank you for using your nose to learn more about red foxes. 

Can you count the number of kits in the picture? 

 

Coyote Clues 

1. I am a Mother Coyote. My sense of smell is very good.  I know what my family smells like.  We scent 
mark our territory to tell other animals we live here and to find our family.  Follow my scent trail marked 
with yellow clues to my pups that I have hidden safely in a den.  

Sniff the air and turn in a circle 2 times, then move onto the next YELLOW clue. 

 

2. My babies are called Pups. Can you say the word Pups? When my babies are born, they are small, 
fuzzy, blind, and helpless.  They only weigh about 250 grams when born. Do you know how much you 
weighed when born? How different in weight do you think you were as a newborn human baby from a 
newborn coyote pup? 

This pouch weighs 250 grams, the same as a newborn coyote pup. Once you have felt the pup’s weight, 
move onto the next clue. 

 

3. We will find my pups in a den (a hole in the ground). I may dig the den myself or find a hole in the 
ground dug by another animal that is not being used anymore. 

Can you pretend you are digging a hole like me? Pretend to dig with your hands for 15 counts then 
move onto the next clue. 

  

4. Coyote pups are raised by both Mom and Dad and older brothers and sisters. We play together to get 
stronger and playing helps us learn how to hunt. Can you hop from circle to circle?  This type of playing 
strengthens your balance and large muscles, which help you walk, run, and play.  

Once you have hopped along the path, move onto the next clue. 

 



5. Coyotes love to eat small rodents, rabbits, and anything else that is easy to catch. Mom, Dad and 
siblings will take turns bringing food to the very young pups. 

Rub your tummy 4 times and move onto the next clue. 

 

6. Coyotes howl to find pack members, distract threats away from the den, or protect their territory.  In 
late summer, pups practice howling and copy their parents.  

Practice howling like a young coyote and then move onto the last clue. 

 

7. We found my den and my pups! Thank you for using your nose to learn more about coyotes. 

Can you count the number of pups in the picture? 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Plans by Wild Learning Project is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
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