
Wild Learning Project 

Rhino Education Stations 
OBJECTIVE:  
This is a great self-guided activity for high school students and adults. You can add this activity to a 
program or set-up as a fun self-guided activity at a special event or fundraiser. Students/adults visit 
interactive stations to learn more about our 5 unique species of rhinoceros.  

 
MATERIALS:  
You will need to print out station signs, maps, rhino tracks, and rhino photos found in the appendix. 
You will need to make a few educational items; the oxpecker pins, life-size poo, life-size rhino horn, 
and milk jug ears, instructions found in appendix. Other materials needed; binoculars, rhino field 
guide (book or printed photos), tape. 

 
SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES:  
San Diego Zoo Kids has a great curriculum guide about rhinos you can use to print photos, species 
profiles, and maps for the Rhino Education Stations. 
http://www.sdzsafaripark.org/sites/default/files/curriculum_documents/RHINO_curriculum_0.pdf 

 

EDUCATION STATIONS:  
 

1.   Umbrella Species: “The rhino is what’s called an umbrella species. Like an umbrella 
protects you from the rain, conservation of an umbrella species can indirectly protect many 
other species. Because there are millions of species of conservation concern and the 
resources available for conservation are limited, it can be useful to use umbrella species to 
make conservation decisions. In summary, when you save a rhino, you save an ecosystem!” 
Quote from  Save the Rhino.org 
 
See if you can sort rhino species by where they are found; Asia or Africa. 
 

For this station’s activity: Print out the species profiles and maps from San Diego Zoo Kids 
curriculum and have students group the African rhinos together and the Asian rhinos together. 

 



 
2.   Friends with Benefits: African rhinos are a good 'home' for oxpeckers. The oxpecker eats 

ticks and other bothersome insects that it finds on the rhino, and creates a commotion when 
it senses danger. This helps alert the rhino of potential danger. 

Take an oxpecker friend to wear on your shoulder as you learn more about 
rhinos tonight. 

For this station’s activity: Print out oxpeckers and attached to clothes pins or safety pins for students 
to wear, find oxpecker graphic in the appendix.  

 

3.   Rhino Tracks: The closest living rhino relatives are tapirs, horses and zebras. They are all 
part of a group of mammals called odd-toed ungulates. Following rhino tracks is an essential 
way for rangers to monitor rhino movement patterns, habitat utilization, and population 
demographics. It is also a vital way for rangers to keep rhinos safe from poachers. 

Compare your foot size to a rhino’s. 

For this station’s activity: Print out a few life-size rhino tracks found in the appendix. You can 
laminate and tape to the floor. 

 

4.   Did You Hear That?: Rhinoceroses rely on their sense of hearing to gather information about 
their surroundings. They have large, curved ears, and can move each ear independently. 
This helps them catch noises coming at them from different directions at the same time.  

Try on some rhino ears and find out if you can eaves drop on a conversation 
across the room like a rhino.  

For this station’s activity: Make 2 milk jug ears for students to try, see my example below. 

    

 

 



5.   Tourism: The tourism industry if done in a sustainable and ethical manner can be a great 
way to fund conservation efforts and enable more people to connect to wildlife and wild 
places.  
 
Pretend you are on an African Safari and see two rhinos. Use the field ID guide 
and binoculars to try and ID which rhino is which; black or white. 

For this station’s activity: Have a small picture of both a white & black rhino posted on the wall. 
Students must stand at least 3 yards away (marked by a line on the floor) and use binoculars to try 
and identify which rhino is which like a tourist on safari. 

• Black Rhino: pointed, prehensile upper lip, rarely seen with other adult rhinos. Black rhino 
is smaller, with smaller ears. Black rhino usually has its head raised to browse on leaves and 
twigs. 

• White Rhino: flat, square upper lip, often seen with other adult rhinos. White rhino is 
larger, with larger ears. White rhinos usually have their head hung low to graze on grass. 

•   This website has a great photo field ID guide: https://www.travel4wildlife.com/how-to-tell-
thedifference-between-black-rhino-and-white-rhino/ 

 

6.   What’s that Smell?: Rhino's communicate by doing a poo! Rhinos use piles of dung called 
“middens” to leave messages for other rhinos. Each rhino’s smell is unique and identifies its 
owner. It can also tell a rhino about who owns which territory and if the other rhino is young, 
old, male or female.  
 

For this station’s activity: Make life-size felt poo, see attached photo of me with real rhino poo for an 
idea of size. 

 

 



7.   Number 1 Threat: The greatest threat to rhinos are the illegal hunting, called poaching, for 
their horns. Poachers kill rhinoceroses and then cut off their horns. The horns are then 
illegally sold to many buyers.  
 
The horns are ground into a powder that is used in Asian folk medicines, or they may be 
sold whole for status symbols. 1,028 rhinos were killed in South Africa alone during 2017, 
that works out to nearly three rhinos being killed every day. 

Understanding the Poaching Crisis: The current poaching crisis began in Zimbabwe, where 
the difficult socio-economic and political climate facilitated rhino poaching. Once the rhino 
population had been decimated in Zimbabwe, poaching gangs turned their attention to 
neighboring South Africa, which saw massive increases in poaching from 2009-2014. 

In 2013, the South African poaching crisis spread to other countries in Africa. First Kenya was 
hit hard – its worst year for poaching was in 2013, when 59 animals were killed (more than 5% 
of the national population). In 2015 Namibia was hit hard: Namibia lost 80 rhinos to poaching, 
up from 25 in 2014 and just two in 2012.  

For this station’s activity: You can make a pledge station where students pledge not to buy rhino 
products or other endangered species products and pledge to educate others about rhino conservation.  

 

8. Rhino Horn: Rhinoceros horns are made from a protein called keratin, the same substance that 
fingernails and hair are made of. The rhino’s horn is not bone and is not attached to its skull; it 
is also not hollow like elephant tusks. It is a compacted mass of hairs that continues to grow 
throughout the animal’s lifetime, just like our own hair and nails.  

Vietnam is the leading importer of illegal rhino horn, fetching up to $100,000/kg, making it 
worth more than its weight in gold. (Horns average around 1-3 kg each, depending on the 
species). 

For this station’s activity: Have an example of a black rhino horn (the longest of the rhino species): 
20 inches long, 1-3kg. I have make one out of felt that was about 20 inches long and weighted 3 kg., 
but you could also use paper mache, clay, or wood. 

 

9. Rhino Population Map: Rhinos once roamed in the millions across large swathes of Asia and 
Africa. The first period of decline was caused by wholesale Colonial-era hunting and habitat 
loss as land was increasingly turned to agriculture and urban development. 

At the end of 2015, conservationists' best estimates were that around 30,000 rhinos (all five 
species) survive in the wild. 

*see image below 



 

MAP FROM SAVE THE RHINO, WWW.SAVETHERHINO.ORG 

 

10. Number 2 Threat: “Habitat loss is the second major threat to rhino populations. Clearing land 
for human settlement and agricultural production, and authorized and illegal logging is all 
threatening habitat security for the rhino. This is a major threat to all species including the 
rhino as wildlife needs space to live and  find food. It is also a major barrier for rhino numbers 
to recover and increase.  

In the case of the Sumatran rhino habitat loss has been a major factor in rhino numbers 
declining. Sumatran rhinos are now highly fragmented from each other, declining the chances 
of breeding and recovering their numbers even more.” -International Rhino Foundation 

*see image below 

For this station’s activity you can have the habitat sort from San Diego Zoo Kids Rhino Curriculum. 
Print and cut out pictures for student to sort what a rhino needs in its habitat. 



 
MAP FROM THE INTERNATIONAL RHINO FOUNDATION OF FRAGMENTED SUMATRAN RHINO POPULATIONS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX:  
 

 

 

 

Print White Rhino Track in 2 pages, trim and tape together. This is actual average size. 
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